
PAGE 1 PRESS FEBRUARY 2014 

Get Stop Press in full colour online from the NEWS tab at www.coomalie.nt.gov.au                   or                  get on the mailing list email reception@coomalie.nt.gov.au and ask to be included. 

 

 

PRESS 
Published by Coomalie Community Government Council 

PO Box 20 Batchelor NT 0845 
PH: (08) 8976 0058 Fax: (08) 89760 293 

Web: www.coomalie.nt.gov.au 
Email: reception@coomalie.nt.gov.au 

Find us on facebook 
 February 2014 Edition  

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST  

 

Are you interested in registering the Batchelor Township or the Adelaide River   

Township in the 2014 Territory Tidy Towns Awards?  

 

Categories are as follows:  

-  Litter Control (clean, tidy community grounds)  

-  Resource Recovery (reduce, reuse and recycle)  

-  Suburb/Community participation (agencies and businesses)  

-  Environmental Care (action/activities)  

-  Water Conservation (action/activities)  

-  Energy Waste Reduction (action/activities)  

-  Heritage and Culture (action/activities)  

-  Youth (action/activities)  

-  Best Houses / Street (action/activities)  

 

For any further information on any of the above categories please contact the Council 
Office today on 8976 0058, reception@coomalie.nt.gov.au or pop in and see us at 

141 Cameron Road.  

 

NOTE: Any interested parties would be a part of a proposed Tidy Town committee. 

The proposed committee would be responsible for organising community support and 
participation once the selected township was registered in a specific category/

categories.  

http://www.coomalie.nt.gov.au/
http://kab.org.au/tidy-towns/
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From the Coomalie Council Chamber   

MEETING WITH SENATOR SCULLION 

Councillors and the CEO met with the Hon Senator Nigel Scullion Minister for Indigenous affairs on Monday 13 January 2014.     
A number of issues where discussed that were of concern to Council. In particular Council raised its frustration that the current    
Native Title claim over Batchelor and Adelaide River is yet to be determined.  

 

SPECIAL PURPOSE GRANTS 

Council has received Special Purpose Grants from the Department of Local Government and Regions -$151,000 for construction 
of Batchelor Footpaths and $112,900 for the purchase of a Backhoe. 

 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

The Batchelor Transfer Station opened in December. To date it is working well thanks to the cooperation from the community.  

A skip bin has been modified and lined to allow its use at the Adelaide River Transfer Station. A trial period of emptying the bin 
was successful, using a tilt tray truck. It is being emptied on an as needs basis. Council is lining and modifying extra bins to allow an      
additional bin at Adelaide River and improve the unloading efficiency at the Batchelor Transfer Station. 

Council plans to continue upgrading its waste management facilities to enable compliance with the Governments Small             
Communities Waste guide. This will involve restricting access hours to the Batchelor Transfer Station and the facility will be 
manned during opening hours. Council will be implementing a user pays strategy in relation to Commercial use of the Facilities.  

Funds have been approved in this yearõs budget to implement changes and employ a staff member to man the transfer station. 

The continued support and cooperation from the community will be greatly appreciated. 

 

MEETING WITH MINISTER TOLLNER 

The meeting with Minister Tollner has been rescheduled to Thursday 6rd February 2014 at 9.30am.  Council are meeting with  
Minister Tollner to discuss the long term financial sustainability of the Council as well as the possible extension of the Council 
boundaries. 

 

MEETING WITH THE LOCAL MEMBER GARRY HIGGINS MP 

The local member for Daly Garry Higgins MP met with Councillors prior to the Council meeting on 21st January 2014. A number 
of issues were discussed including the reduction in Northern Territory Operational Grant and the adverse effect on Councilõs 
budget, possible expansion of the Shire boundaries, Snake Creek project and Anzac Day celebrations. 

NORTHERN TERRITORY OPERATIONAL GRANT 

Council received a letter from the Minister for Local Government The Hon David Tollner MP advising that he would not         
reconsider the level of funding to the Council under the Operational Grant Funding Program. The amount received this financial 
year is approximately $100, 000 less than originally anticipated. This has completely eroded the 10% rate increase and Council as 
had to make additional cuts to its services. The real term reduction over the last 4 years is approximately 35%. 

It has had a major impact on the Councilõs sustainability and the level of service it can provide to the community.   
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DARWIN CORRECTIONAL CENTRE  

Prisoners from the Darwin Correctional Centre worked at the Adelaide River Railway Heritage Precinct during January. They also 
assisted Council clean up around Batchelor. This is a very worthwhile project as it allows community works to be carried out 
which Council is not able to carry out itself. 

 

ADELAIDE RIVER WAR CEMETERY 

Office of Australian War Graves is waiting on a formal request for appropriate cost sharing of the public toilets between the three 
original stakeholders ð NTG, Council and Australian War Graves.  There is no budget for this request for this year from OAWG.  
There will be no contribution to road works, but they may upgrade the parking by improving the turning circle and providing a 
better layout and disable parking.  They are building a new Interpretation Centre at the side of the existing building to provide a 
better experience for visitors in the near future. 

 

UNLEASHED DOGS IN PUBLIC PLACES. 

Council has increased its budget for the remainder of the financial year in response to community complaints about dogs roaming 
streets and public places. The Animal Management Officer will continue to patrol streets and impound any dog he finds            
unrestrained on the streets or in a public place. All dogs must be registered annually. Fines will required to be paid prior to a dog 
being released from the pound. 

 

NUMBER OF ALLOWABLE DOGS AND REGISTRATION. 

The community is reminded that all domestic dogs must be registered annually and in accordance with Councilõs Bylaws the    
maximum number of dogs kept on a property is 2. 

Territory Housing and Councilõs Animal Management Officer will continue to monitor residents not complying with the dog      
By-Laws. 

 

OPERATIONS 

Haynes Road had 700m of reseal completed as part of the Road Renewal Program this year. 

Line marking has been carried out on Chinner Road and Haynes Road. 

The grading program was carried out during the first two weeks of January. Heavy rain in the last three weeks has restricted any 
additional work. 

 

The Pool was closed for two days due to a failure of the pumps and switching gear. These have been repaired and the pool is again 
operational. 

 

STAFF 

Council is currently assessing applications for three positions within its structure, the Senior Administration Officer (temp),     
Receptionist and the Operations Leading Hand. 

 

ROAD WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

Council has implemented a maximum of 20 tonnes for rigid vehicles only on local sealed roads, for access traffic only, not through 
traffic.  Weight restrictions of 10 tonne maximum on all other roads. 

Operators wishing to use the roads in the council area with vehicles with higher weights must apply in writing for an overweight 
Permit form Council. The Permit can be issued on a seasonal basis. Operators must follow the permit procedures on a trip by trip 
basis. Failure to comply with the Council requirements or negligent use of the roads will result in operators being responsible for 
any repairing any road damage.  
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From the SPORTS AND RECREATION OFFICER  

The Australia Day Breakfast catered to 

approx 180 people and a fun morning 

was had by all.   

A Cricket Match was also held around 

noon at the Batchelor Oval and was very 

entertaining. 

Thank you to all volunteers and the 

Batchelor School for the fabulous venue.   
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The January Holiday Program was well attended and we travelled to 

Darwin for movies, picnics, a CSIRO Science workshop, the Botanic 

Gardens and to ôThe Rockõ for a two day camp where we all overcame 

any fear we may have had of height.  

Several days were spent around the Batchelor region with ôJeannieõ  

gathering Pandanus and dye roots, learning traditional weaving and 

cooking damper.  

We spent a day doing art and craft at the BIITE Library with the      

wonderful staff there and also travelled to Hayes Creek for a day trip . 
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Childrenõs Activities 

Friday 3.00pm -  5.30pm & Sunday 1pm -  4.30pm  

February Community Library NewsFebruary Community Library News   

   

Great stories for young readers by Morris Gleitzman   

  

WHAT  WHERE  WHEN  

COTA Quiz Night  Rum Jungle Bowls Club  15th February 2014  

Bombing of Darwin 

Service  
Adelaide River  20th February 2014  

Batchelor Sunday  

Markets  

Batchelor Oval Area  April 2014  

Clean Up Australia Day  Batchelor & Adelaide River  Sunday 2nd March 2014  

Lingalonga Festival  Batchelor Oval  2nd August 2014  

Coomalie Swim Group  Batchelor Swimming Pool  Every Wednesday ð4pm  

Karaoke  Rum Jungle Tavern  Every Friday Night  

Friday Night Fun  BIITE Community Library  Every 2nd Friday ð5:30pm  

Sunday Basketball  Batchelor Area School Hall  Every Sunday ð9:00am  

Batchelor Play Group  Playground near BJCC  Every Friday  

Yoga BIITE Research Building  Every Tuesday ð5pm  

Yoga 6 Cuter Place  Every Wednesday ð6pm  

Lawn Bowls  Rum Jungle Bowls Club  Every Wednesday ð6:30pm  
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 PRESS  

is published monthly so if you have any events, news, public notices or 

articles you would like to place or to advertise in our next edition please 

contact Council on 8976 0058 or email: reception@coomalie.nt.gov.au  

Council Meetings are conducted on the third 

Tuesday of each month and are open to the  

public but are closed for any  

confidential sessions.  

Next meeting 18/02/14 

Councils Complaints Process  

If you choose to raise concerns to (or compliment) Council you are requested to 
write to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) outlining the details.  There are two (2) 

forms on the Coomalie Council website http://www.coomalie.nt.gov.au/  under 
Forms and Services; one is for complaints about dogs (Dog Complaint Letter) and 

the other is for general complaints (General Complaint Letter).  

 

On receipt of your concern/issue  the CEO will provide a report on the matter to 
Council at the next Council meeting and respond to you as directed by Council.  

Adelaide River Council Office is open on 
the first Wednesday of every month.  

Office hours 

8.00am till 10.00am 

 

 
 

 

Dogs in the Coomalie Shire  
 

All dogs within the Coomalie Region over 3 months of age must be registered. 

You can register your dog at the Coomalie Council Office or the Adelaide River Office  

(AR office open first Wednesday of every month 8am - 10am) 

 

Dogs must be on a leash at all times in any public area otherwise they will be  

impounded. Fees apply if your dog has been put in the pound. 
Impoundment fees are initially $90.00 for registered dogs, $165.00 for unregistered dogs then $60.00 

per day while kept in Pound. Registered dogs are kept for 3 days and unregistered dogs are kept for 2 

days.  

Unregistered dogs must be registered before being released from the pound. 

 

ANNUAL REGISTRATION IS DUE NOVEMBER 1st  2014  

Registration Fees 
 

Town Dogs - A limit of 2 dogs per household applies 

Entire Dog  $40.00 

Sterilised Dog  $11.00 

Concessions  1/2 price 

Rural Dogs - Registration is free and no limits apply 

http://www.coomalie.nt.gov.au/


PAGE 9 PRESS FEBRUARY 2014 

Get Stop Press in full colour online from the NEWS tab at www.coomalie.nt.gov.au                   or                  get on the mailing list email reception@coomalie.nt.gov.au and ask to be included. 

 

 

                 FEBRUARY DATES TO REMEMBER  

     COTA NT (COOMALIE BRANCH) COMMITTEE  

     If you have anything you wish to discuss please contact: 

     Jan Jewell - 8976 0255 Darryl Butler - 8976 0160 

       Deb Moyle -  0407 271 357 

MEN'S SHED                                                  

Cutler Place Batchelor              

Every Tuesday 9.00a.m. to 2.00p.m.        

Contact Darryl Butler 8976 0160. 

                         

MORNING TEA    

Rum Jungle Bowls Club Batchelor  

Friday 28th February 2014 at 9.30am 

Contact Jan Jewell 8976 0255  

     

MONTHLY BUS TRIP TO CASUARINA 

Pick up Batchelor and Adelaide River 
Stores 

Monday 24th February 2014 

For bookings and pick up times contact 
Terry on 8976 0333 or 0457 237 564 

 

QUIZ NIGHTS 

Rum Jungle Bowls Clubτ First Saturday of each month Starting 7.00pm  

Bring a plate to share and BYO drinks. Make up a table of 6 or join on any table. Winning table per round     
enjoys a trip to the  fridge for the  goodies. 

Entry $10.00  Concession $5.00 Young or old!!!  

Contact Graeme on 8976 0160 or Jan Jewell on 8976 0255 

Tourism Top End is currently looking for Volunteers to assist 

at the Batchelor Visitor Information Centre.  

If you are passionate about the Top End, would like the       

opportunity to meet new people, and want to share your       

enthusiasm about the wonderful things to see and do in and 

around the Coomalie region, then Tourism Top End would be 

very grateful for your help at the Batchelor Visitor Information Centre. 

 Half or full day shifts available and on the job training provided.  

For further information, please contact Prue on 8976 0385 

òJust For Funó 

Tabletop Board and Card Games Night 

DATE: Saturday 15th February 

TIME: 7pm for dinner, games start at 7:30pm 

VENUE: Rum Jungle Bowls Club 

ENTRY: $5 

A range of board games and card games will be supplied, suit-

able for beginners or more advanced players and by all means 

feel free to bring and share your favourite games on the night. 

WHAT TO BRING: A plate of food to share and your own 

drinks will be appreciated along with a willingness to learn, 

teach and play. A sense of humour is always good. Attend on 

your own, with your partner and / or a friendsñthe more the 

merrier!! (NOTE: this event is not suitable for children) 



PAGE 10 PRESS FEBRUARY 2014 

Get Stop Press in full colour online from the NEWS tab at www.coomalie.nt.gov.au                   or                  get on the mailing list email reception@coomalie.nt.gov.au and ask to be included. 

 

 

STOP PRESS FEBRUARY 2014 ðMUSEUM UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

Over this last few days (Jan 31 to Feb 2) the person designing the Rum Jungle exhibit, Dr Robin 
Gregory,  came from Alice Springs to complete her survey of the material donated from people 
who lived and worked at Batchelor during the period. I had previously sent scans of some       
photographs, and now this selection has  been extended, we will get these done so as to place 
with text on the exhibition panels. Quotes from people are also used in the interpretation.  

We began by revisiting the spaces to be used at the Museum, and then worked through the    
collection currently held at my house, Friday through to Sunday. (In the current weather         
conditions  that was very suitable) 

I believe Robin has produced a very good record, incorporating a lot of material donated, and 
that locals and visitors alike will really gain a broad understanding of the importance of the     
project in the context of the issues prevailing at the time. 

During the week I pulled out somewhere near a hundred mahogany seedlings and there will be 
many more to remove. This prevents the situation we tackled at the start of the BMDA tenure 
when the grounds had many mahogany trees of various heights.  

 

We are very grateful for the assistance we get to maintain the grounds. 

 

Bruce has been tidying up our storage area; Sue is opening the buildings regularly, and there has 
recently been a white ant inspection. As the ants can invade from long distances away it is        
important to keep checking the trees around and treat as necessary. 

I continue to work on both the WW2 and aboriginal sections and welcome any input -              
particularly chasing up local aboriginal photos and history; any records of Nursing staff at the 
medical facility for Batchelor. 

 

Jan Hills      President 

DONATIONS to BATCHELOR MUSEUM  

Whilst the Batchelor Museum is primarily an interpretive one, we have been given 
some wonderful display items. When you visit you will see the name on the object 

and the person who has donated it -  some of the notices are yet to be done.  

Items must be given permanently to the Museum and there is a form which we will 
have available -  the format given to us from the Military Museum in Darwin, please be 

aware this is a common policy of museums.  

Be proud of the Museum ïit will showcase the unique town of Batchelor and will be a 

valuable resource to bring visitors from all over.  
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Whatôs on in Coomalie Whatôs on in Coomalie   
Crafty Ladies  

When:  Monday 7.30 pm  

Venue: Adelaide River 
Library 

Cost:   $2.00 per session  

  Bring your cup  

Bible Study 

When:  Tuesday 
7.30pm  to 9pm 

Venue: Seventh Day Adventist 
Church Mardango Cres 

  Non denominational   

Contact: Ros Jones  8976 0078 

Mens Shed  

When: Tuesday 8.30am to 3.00pm  

Venue: 2 Cutler Place ,Batchelor  

Contact: Darryl Butler  8976  0160 

Church  
Seventh Day Adventist  

When:  Saturday - Sabbath 
School  10am, Worship 11am   

Venue: Seventh Day Adventist 
Church Mardango Crescent 

Contact: Ros Jones  8976 0078 

OP Shop  

When:  First Saturday 
of month  

Time:  9am to 1pm 

Venue:  St Francis of Assisi Anglican  
Church, Mardango Crescent 

Contact: Sue Bligh  8976 0988 

Church of the Resurrection  

When:  Every 2nd and last Sunday  
  of the month 11am  
Venue:  Memorial Terrace 

Adelaide River  

Contact: Father Jim OõGara 

Church St Francis of Assisi 

When:  Sunday 9am, chil-
dren services on first 
Sunday of month 

Venue:  St Francis of Assisi Anglican  
Church, Mardango Crescent 

Contact: Sue Bligh  8976 0988 

St John Volunteers 

When:  Wednesday 
5pm - 7pm 

Venue: Ambulance Shed or  
 Batchelor Health Centre 
  
Contact: Jan Powick on 8976 0360 
 Ages: 18 plus 

Batchelor Fire & Emergency  
Response Group  

When:  Every 2nd & 4th  
  Thursday @ 5pm 
  
Venue:  Fire Shed  

Contact: Carolyn Bilston  

Qualified Counsellor 

When: Every Thursday 
 any time 

Venue: Batchelor Health Centre 

Contact: 8976 0011 Batchelor Health 
 Centre or 

 8943 9600 Darwin 


